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anticipating the wishes of the Governor-General, and an
honest man found this course next to impracticable. But
there have been few bolder or abler men, who, similarly
circumstanced, have been able to hit the nail on the head
so well as General Fraser did. General Fraser may have
been careless or indifferent in the employment of facts,
but he was right beyond dispute, not only in the principles
he laid down for himself but in the application of them;
added to these, he possessed unquestioned ability in the
use of his pen. At a dinner party given at the Besidency,
he had made some remark that " for the use he had been
for the fourteen years he was at the Eesidency, he need
not have been sent there at all." The remark appeared in
one of the Madras newspapers a few days after it fell from
his lips; and General Fraser was not the man to deny the
thing that was true, when called upon to say whether
the assertion had been correctly reported. So when evil
days came upon him, as his friends believed (and such evil
days happen to be the political capital of some men and
the proudest heritage to their family), General Fraser did
not palter with his sense of honour or duty; he wished to
know clearly whether the Nizam was to be asked to have
his possessions coloured red, a policy which his conscience
smote him as being not correct, but which was notoriously
the policy of the Governor-General of that day. What
mattered it, then, to Lord Dalhousie what he said to
General Fraser ? He accused him " of ambitious greed,"
which the General might fairly have retorted upon his
Lordship; but, like another hero, General FraSer felt that
" all was lost save honour," and accordingly resigned in
January 1853. General Fraser carried out great reforms
I while Resident at Hyderabad, not the least of which was
i the remodelling of the Contingent Force, together with